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A Message from T. Michael Likins, Cooperative Extension  Director  

As your thoughts turn toward spring and summer, we hope you continue to 
connect with Chesterfield Cooperative Extension and the many programs we 
offer.  Whether you are interested in growing fruits or vegetables or learning 
ways to safely handle and preserve your harvest, Cooperative Extension has 
resources that can assist you.  If along the way, your plants develop problems 
or are beset by insects, let us help you diagnose or identify the problem and 
recommend an effective remedy.  And this service is free.  For information on 

how to submit samples, please call the office so we can help you collect the best sample. 

                                    

             

News for the Young and Young at Heart    
with 4-H 

Learn more about the  
services we offer online: 

 http://offices.ext.vt.edu/
chesterfield/programs/

index.html 

James River Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

(JRSWCD )   

Scholarships Available !   

Rain Barrel Workshops to Be Held 

This Spring 

4-H Youth Development   

Horse Bowl Winners Advance to 

State Equinox Bowl   

Register Today for State Congress!  

Family and Consumer  

Sciences (FCS) 

 

April is Financial Fitness Month 

Pressure Canning Testing Available  

What’s New? 

4-H Senior Congress 

The 2015 4-H State Senior Congress will 
be held June 15-18.  This program is open 
to  teens age 14-19. Please   visit http://
offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/ for       
information on how to register and       

additional program information.   

 

Cooking Classes!  

Starting April 23, 4-H will be partnering 
with the Chester YMCA to provide      
cooking classes for youth. Classes will be 
held on the 4th Thursday of every month 
from 6:45-8pm. For more information or 
to register, visit  http://
www.ymcarichmond.org/chester/  

On February 7th, 10 teams from our 3 Chesterfield 4-H Horse Clubs            

competed in the SE District Horse Bowl. Congrats to all who participated. 

We want to extend a special congrats to the 3 teams that qualified to move 

on to the State Equismartz competition that will be held at Meadow Event 

Park March 27-29th.  The pictures below and on the next page show the 2 

junior teams and 1 senior team that will represent Chesterfield in the    

competition! 

 

4th Place Winners at the District Horse Bowl, Junior Category representing 

Hunter’s Gate 4-H Horse Club . Left to right: Annabelle Grubb, Lindsey 

Shank, Lauren Scherrer, Georgia Grubb and Kennedy Randolph 

Agriculture and Natural  

Resources (ANR) 

 

Master Gardener Help Desk is 
BACK!  

Grassroots and Learn Your       
Landscape Registration Open 



 

 

MoneyWi$e, Having Good Credit  

Workshop consist of a variety of financial management 
topics developed by Consumer Action on Banking Basics, 
Good Credit and Improving Credit.  
4/23  9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 

Small Steps to Health and Wealth 

Learn of the similarities between health and personal 
finance “issues,” behavior change strategies and how to 
be motivated to take charge of your future.  
5/14  9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Preservation Highlight 
Join us for an overview of Food Preservation basics.    
Topics that will be covered include pressure canning, 
boiling water bath canning, freezing and dehydration. 
Whether you are experienced with food preservation or 
wanting to learn, this will be a great overview.          
Equipment used for food preservation will be on display 
to help answer your questions.   
6/9 9:30 -11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m.   

 

Pressure Canning Testing    

 Bring your dial gauge pressure canner to be tested for 
free to make sure you’re ready for canning season. Call 
for an appointment. 

 

   

 

 

 

               Farming Updates from  

 your local SWCD 

Youth Conservation Camp  

James River SWCD is offering two scholarships to Youth                
Conservation Camp at Virginia Tech July 12-18. The program brings 
together about 70 interested high school students for a week of 
learning about Virginia’s natural resources from conservation     
professionals and faculty from Virginia Tech. Most of the instruction 
is hands-on and outdoors. More details and applications can be 
found at www.jamesriverswcd.com or by calling our office at    
(804) 732-6550.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain Barrel Workshops  

JRSWCD will be partnering with Chesterfield County Environmental 
Engineering to host two rain barrel workshops this spring. The    
classes will be March 21 and April 18 at 10:00 AM. Participants will 
be provided with all materials, tools, and instruction to build their 
own 55-gallon rain barrel. We will also cover installation methods 
and maintenance tips for when you get it home. Workshop cost is 
$35 per barrel, and sign-up can be done through our website’s 
“2015 Rain Barrel Workshops” tab at www.jamesriverswcd.com.  

Cost Share Opportunities  

The statewide deadline to sign up for the SL-6 Livestock Stream 
Exclusion BMP with 100% cost-share is June! If you are interested in 
improving the water quality of the ponds and streams in your     
pastures, installing automatic frost-free water troughs, and          
Increasing the quantity and quality of forage in your grazing system, 
get in touch with John Allen at James River SWCD today.  

 

 

 

Home Economics & Nutrition News  

for you with FCS 

The above seminars are held at the Chesterfield County Cooperative Extension Office Classroom 

At 6807 Mimms Loop, Chesterfield, VA 23832 

To register for Family and Consumer Sciences Seminars, call Linda Jackson Cole at                 

804-751-4401  or email at licole2@vt.edu.   

We are also still accepting                  
applications for our $1000 college    
scholarship. Contact our office for 

more information!  

http://www.jamesriverswcd.com
http://www.jamesriverswcd.com
mailto:licole2@vt.edu


 

 

 

Take note! Spring is the perfect time to get your lawn and garden ready for      
planting! Follow these tips for a bountiful lawn and garden! 

 

       Home Gardening with  
 Chesterfield Master Gardeners 

March Tips 

 

 Now is a great time to plant hardy          

vegetable crops that mature quickly.  Good 

choices include turnips, radishes, and 

spring onions. Find out what else you can 

plant here.  

 Mid to end of March is a great time to 

prune Crapemyrtles but please don’t be 

guilty of “crape murder.” Find out how to 

prune like the pro’s do here. 

 Curious what else you can prune in March? 

Shrubs include arborvitae, roses and many 

more listed here. 

 When the forsynthia bloom, you can apply 

a pre-emergent herbicide to your lawn to 

help prevent any summer weeds.  Follow 

the label – most products need at least ¼ 

inch water within 48 hours of application. 

 Want a beautiful & healthy lawn in 2015?  

Sign up for our Grassroots program here. 

April Tips 

 Want to stay on top of pesky pests in 2015?   

Check our growing degree days online here. 

 Once all danger of frost has passed 

          (April 11-20), you can transplant tender        

vegetables, such as tomatoes and peppers. 

Before planting, harden-off by placing out-

doors in a sheltered area for a few days.  

 Do not prune spring-flowering shrubs until 

the last flower fade (but before new buds 

set). 

 Divide herbaceous perennials, clumps of 

bulbs, and ornamental grasses if the         

garden looks too crowded. Replant or give 

away! 

 Not sure how to divide perennials and do not 

know where to begin? Find out how here. 

June Tips  

 Harvest your vegetables as soon as they are ripe 

for freshest taste, to  prolong  production, and to 

avoid pest issues. Beans, peas, squash,           

cucumbers, and okra are  often ready. 

 Remove any dead/finished vegetable plants  from 

your garden by bagging and disposing;  plant new 

crops in their place. 

 Plant annuals that can take the full sun   during  

hot summer months, including   celosia,         

portulaca, vinca, and some coleus. 

 Do not remove the foliage of spring bulbs until 

it has yellowed and dried. This feeds the bulbs 

for next year’s blooms. 

 Stake any tall plants to help prevent  damage. 

 Join us at Maymont on June 13, 11am to 3pm, 

for  Bumblebee  Jamboree, a fun family event 

about pollinators!  Come learn about how  

important pollinators are to your garden with 

fun activities for the whole family.  

May Tips 

 Check your plants for any diseases or insects; 

bring bugs  & diseased plants to our                  

Master Gardener Help Desk for FREE diagno-

sis. 

 Start fertilizing warm season lawns such as    

zoysia and Bermudagrass. Most of our lawns in 

Chesterfield are cool season lawns:  fescues, 

ryegrassses, or  bluegrasses.  Fertilizing cool 

season lawns now can stress and predispose it 

to fungal infections such as brown patch later 

this summer and increase mowing.  

 Get ready for hurricane season. Check  trees  for 

damaged or weak branches  and prune as       

needed. Call 804-751-4401 to get our certified 

arborist list.  

 Ensure that your lawn & garden receives 1 inch 

of water per week. Set out an empty tuna can to 

measure the amount of  rainfall & water early in 

the morning and deeply. 

Want more    

information on 

spring lawn 

care? Visit 

https://

pubs.ext.vt.edu/  

for additional   

information and             

publications!  

http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-331/426-331_pdf.pdf
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/430/430-451/430-451.html
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/430/430-462/430-462.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/graphics/1064/Kar%20Sax%20Forsythia%20300%20jw.jpg
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/GrassRoots/Grass_Roots_2015.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/GrowingDegreeDays/growing_degree_day.html
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-203/426-203.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/Pollinators/pollinators_index.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
http://offices.ext.vt.edu/chesterfield/programs/anr/MasterGardenerHelpDesk/mg_help_desk.html
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our FREE          

Gardening Seminars 

are a great way to 

learn more about 

preventing problems 

in your garden, as 

well as learn new 

techniques to make 

your lawn and      

garden pop this year!  



 

 

 

 

Interested in 

learning 

about       

improving 

you        

landscape 

and turf this 

spring??  

 Register  

today for 

these or any 

of our other 

great       

programs! 

 



 

 

 
Help us welcome Mallory di Stefano to our team!  

 
 

Mallory joins our team as our new Family Nutrition Program      

Assistant- Adult.  She joins us from Aetna, where she was a        
Provider Relations Representative.  Mallory graduated from Virginia Tech and holds a 

Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Biochemistry.  She will be      
providing  nutrition education to the adult residents of             

Chesterfield County. 
 

Join us in giving her a warm welcome to the Extension  Family!!! 
 
 
 
 

News 

From 

Our  

Extension 

Leadership 

Council…. 

    Chesterfield County’s Extension Leadership Council (ELC) was initiated many 

years ago in efforts to bring volunteers, county  agencies, Extension staff and the 

community together. The main goal of the ELC is: “to advance and promote Virginia 

Cooperative Extension’s programs and presence in the local community.” The ELC’s 

primary areas of focus include relationship building, Extension advocacy, and      

program  advisement and support.  

      The ELC meets 3 times a year and discusses the work of the Extension staff 

and volunteers. Moving forward, we have been working to implement programming 

and activities that support the outcomes of our situation analysis. Our priority   

focus areas include the aging population, youth needs, agriculture and natural  

resources within the community, health and parenting.    

     In addition to addressing specific focus areas, the ELC hosts an annual         

Veteran’s Day Reception on November 11. This event is our way of welcoming  

Elected Officials and Leadership, as well as the community into our organization.  

We take a moment to greet elected officials who serve Chesterfield prior to a            

commemorative ceremony honoring those who have served our Country.  

     Despite addressing priority community problems and implementing programs 

and activities, the ELC continues to advocate for the Extension staff, one of its most    

important priorities.  

 

Our next ELC Meeting will be held June 9, 2015 at 2:30 pm at the            

Chesterfield County Cooperative Extension office. If you would like to join us 

please contact us at 804-751-4401 

What’s the buzz in          

Extension??? 



 

 

Save the Date!  

The C-Fit Farmer’s 

Market will open be 

open  Wednesdays from 

3-6pm beginning  May 

20, 2015.  

Join us for fresh       

produce, local goods 

and more!  

Something Catch 

your eye?  Contact  

our office at            

804-751-4401 or  

vce@chesterfield.

gov  

Spring Into These Fun Happenings! 



 

 

 

Interested in any of the programs and opportunities mentioned?  

Get in touch with us today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chesterfield County Cooperative Extension 

6807 Mimms Loop 

P.O. Box 146 

Chesterfield, VA 23832 

804-751-4401 

 

 

 

Or Visit Online at http://www.chesterfield.gov/extension/ for more details 
 
 
 
 

Want to unsubscribe from our newsletter? Send us an email at 
vce@Chesterfield.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices or other     
    accommodations to participate in any of these activities, call 751-4401  between 8 a.m. and 5 

p.m. to discuss accommodations five days prior to the event. 
 *TDD (800) 828-1120. 

http://www.chesterfield.gov/extension/
mailto:vce@Chesterfield.gov

